Briefing On African Development and TOKYO International Conference on African Development (TICAD) by Professor Sadaharu Kataoka
The Ambassador of Japan to Malaysia, H.E. Shigeru Nakamura hosted a briefing on African Development by Professor Sadaharu Kataoka at his residence on 21 March, 2013. The briefing provided an insight on Africa’s development, Japan’s role in it and the opportunities available for ASEAN countries such as Malaysia in Africa.  
Professor Kataoka began the briefing by highlighting the fact that there was a “new scramble for Africa”, a region held up as having been by-passed by globalization. 
“Something interesting is afoot in Africa and its relations with the rest of the world. 

There is now massively increased interest, and investment, in the continent from major world powers. The role of Asian powers in particular is growing rapidly. With a domestic market of about 1 billion people, which is equivalent to 12 % of the world’s population, Africa presents ample business opportunities for foreign investors,” he said.
He pointed out that Africa’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) had grown at a 5.2% rate over the past decade with an estimated growth of 5.8% for 2013. In addition, Africa, with a population expected to roughly double to 2 billion by mid-century (2050), has become recognized as the world's fastest growing continent with half of the world's 20 fastest-growing economies in Africa. A recent report by the African Development Bank projected that, by 2030, much of Africa will attain lower-middle- and middle-class majorities, and that consumer spending will explode from US$680 billion in 2008 to US$2.2 trillion. Furthermore, Africa’s population is the youngest.

“Today, African trade is booming. Africa's merchandise trade rose from US$217 billion in 1995 to US$986 billion in 2008. The absolute numbers of people living in poverty in Africa are falling but very slowly. The percentage of poor Africans fell from 58 percent in 1999 to 47.5 percent in 2008. But we cannot be complacent.  

Given that it is the region with the highest poverty rate, Africa's rate of poverty decline is too slow. African countries need to grow faster, and increase the growth elasticity of poverty, which is the rate at which a given level of growth reduces poverty,” Professor Kataoka said.
Nevertheless, Professor Kataoka said despite its strong recent economic growth, the continent remained marginalized in global economic terms with its share of world trade at only 3.2 %. 

“The roots are constraints that inhibit trade within Africa and trade to developed markets, and include physical transport and so forth. However, the last decade has seen increased attention to African Development,” he added.
Africa as a continent through the African Union or AU has defined its development road map through the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD, 2001). 

It has also owned international development goals such as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Japan’s call for African development

Proessor Kataoka said Japan has always viewed the issue of development as the most important issue in constructing a stable world community in the new world -  born out of the Second World War and in the wake of a colossal tide of decolonization - and had taken the initiative in addressing this issue.  

“It was, however, with the demise of the Cold War that Japan embarked upon the initiative for formulating and practicing a new comprehensive strategy for genuine development, especially of sub-Sahara African countries,” he added.

It was Japan’s view that the issue of development, appearing in the form of confrontation between North and South, had long been the hostage of the confrontation between East and West.

It was against this historical background that as early as 1993 Japan, stressing the need to think strategically about development issues in a new environment no longer dominated by the “East-West” confrontation of the Cold War era, proposed a “New Development Strategy” based on the twin principles of “ownership” and “partnership.” 

History of TICAD

In the early 1990s, when “aid fatigue” set in after the Cold War, Japan launched TICAD in order to refocus international attention on the importance and urgency of African development issues.

Professor Kataoka said Japan stressed the importance of “Africa’s ownership” of its development as well as of the “partnership” between Africa and the international community.
“As the international community was losing its interest in Africa with the conclusion of the Cold War, the start of TICAD was a process of great significance,” he added.  

TICAD, which was initiated by Japan in 1993, is a unique and continuing process that provides an opportunity for African countries and development partners, including donors, international organizations and members of civil society alike, to meet and discuss strategies for African development.  

Professor Kataoka said Japan has been trying to bring Africa to the attention of the international community and to revive the interest of the international community through the TICAD process.  Japan has also been trying to serve as a bridge for cooperation between Asia and Africa through the promotion of South-South cooperation.

“In light of our rich experience with nations in Asia, and especially in East Asia, we in Japan are convinced that the experience of East Asian countries, whose remarkable economic achievements have been acclaimed as “the East Asian miracle”, will be directly relevant to overcoming many of the problems that Africa faces now. With this in mind, Japan has been promoting engagement by Asian countries with Africa,” Professor Kataoka said, adding that Japan has also been trying to put Africa on the agenda of the G8 Summit. 

TICAD has been the forerunner of African development forum since its inception. Some 1,500 delegates including 24 heads of state or Prime Ministers and the Chairperson of the AU Commission attended the TICAD III in 2003 which saw the participation of 50 countries.
There were 5 Heads of State (Botswana, Burkina Faso, Benin, Uganda and Ghana ) at TICAD I among 50 participants while TICADII saw the attendance of 15 Heads of State among 52.
TICAD IV which was held on 28th to 30th May 2008 aimed to strengthen the recent positive trends in Africa in the political and economic areas. Concrete initiatives by the international community were discussed under the theme “Towards a Vibrant Africa: Continent of Hope and Opportunity.” TICAD IV was a very successful conference with the participation of 51 African countries. Of the participants, 29 of them were at the Head of State level, 4 at the level of Vice President, 7 at the level of Prime Minister, 1 at the level of former Prime Minister and 10 at Ministerial level. Participants also included 71 International Organizations, including 16 African Regional organizations (RECs).  

Professor Kataoka said the flow of trade and investment as well as other official missions/visits from Japan to Africa had increased in volume since TICAD IV, and was beginning to reflect a growing recognition, by the Japanese public and private sectors, of the growing importance of Africa and the trade and investment potential of the continents. 

“Two-way Japan/Africa trade in 2010 was at US$ 24 billion and reflected a 27% improvement on the 2009 figures. However, it was still considerably short of the US$ 34 billion total attained in 2008. Although Japanese foreign direct investment (FDI) flows to Africa have improved since TICAD IV (2008), with new private sector investment in some countries, it still constituted just 1 % of Japan’s global FDI,” he said.
That said, Professor Kataoka highlighted that Japan had achieved its pledge made at TICAD IV to double Japan’s ODA to US$ 1.8 billion to Africa by 2012.
Nevertheless, Professor Kataoka listed several challenges to TICAD V implementation. Firstly, Japan private sector involvement in Africa was still limited. Secondly, direct trade flows between Japan and Africa were still at a low level. Thirdly there is a need to mobilize other partners from Asian countries, co-organizers, other developed countries and so forth.
He also provided possible strategies to enhance African development and overcome such challenges. These include cross-border projects in infrastructure and energy, food security, a focus on science and technology and especially in higher education and other technical education, better aid delivery mechanisms, support capacity in peace keeping operations, alternative energy programs, encourage trade and support Japanese private sector engagement in Africa’s industrialization process as well as support Japan- Asia-Africa development cooperation.
Professor Kataoka sees TICAD V as a timely opportunity, therefore, for African leaders to drive the message of Africa’s importance in both economic/commercial and political/strategic terms home and to urge their Japanese counterparts to do more, quickly and to deliver more concrete substance to what remains, still, a largely ODA-based relationship.

